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off the right policy over the head of your friend Prokesch,
and give him to understand that now every pretext has
vanished for encouraging Austria in her lust for war against
Russia; and then that you point out to the German Powers
the way in which they must go. ... It is a misfortune
that the stay [of King Frederick William] in Munich has
again in certain places stirred up a " Germanomaniac"
enthusiasm. A German army of reserve with him at
the head is the confused idea, and one that has no good
influence on politics. Louis XIV said, "L'fetat c'est
moi; " with far greater truth can his Majesty say, " L'Al-
lemagne c'est moi." '

The following letter to me from the Private Secretary
Niebuhr affords a further glimpse into the mood of the
Court :

Tutbus : August 22, 1854.

' I certainly do not fail to recognise good intentions even
when, according to my conviction, they are not in the right
place, and still less rightly carried out; and as little do I
overlook the right of interests, even if it is diametri-
cally opposed to what I hold to be right. But I ask for
truth and sincerity of thought, and the lack of these quali-
ties nearly drives me to despair. I cannot indeed reproach
our policy with lack of outward truth, but I do charge it
with insincerity toward ourselves. We should hold a very
different position, and should have forborne a great deal if
only we had confessed to ourselves our real motive instead
of keeping up the illusion that the individual acts of our
policy followed as consequences from its correct funda-
mental idea.

' Our continued participation in the Vienna confer-
ences after the entry of the English and French fleets
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